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„ T0: THE 
PROPRIETORS, Oe. 


H E conduct both of the Direc- 
tors at home, and your ſervants 
abroad, are ſuch as endanger the very ex- 


iſtence of the Company, and require your 


PS immediate interpoſition. | 5 


It is a long courſe af. deviation from the 
eſtabliſhed rules of the Company, and a 


violation of the very principles of your 


conſtitution; which have occaſioned thoſe | 


Az 3 violent | 


[4] 


Violeiut diſtenſtons abroad, chat have brougit 


the Company” 8 affairs into the preſent er * 
tical ſtate. 


For ſome ycars paſt, the authority, influ- 
ence, and welfare of this company have been 
made ſubſervient to the paſſions, power, 
and intereſt of one man, from the time 
that has been obvious, from that time the 
ſervants abroad, have found themſelves the 
ſport of the paſi! ons of their ſuperiors at 
home, without the ſmalleſt attention to 
juſtice or merit, and hence their authority 
ha as become contem; ptible, and the i ſer vants 
abroad have, in their tun, given a looſe 


(12 


to tlie like paſllons, Rom cumple at 


Tue ft ſtrokeg given tothe authorit of i! the 
mT O | 
Direc ors, v as lciting ande the ap bointment 


of the {Our Gove. mors in 17 757. The four 


| Gen- 1 


$1 


Gentiemen appointed, ienfible of the i 
impreſſion ſuch a form of government 
would make on the country powers, de- 
clined, and united with the whole body of 
fervants in detiring Lord Clive to ta! ke the 
government on himſelf: At the ſame time 
the Council, of thetr cd on z authcrity, invited | 
Colonel F orde, then order ed home by his 
Majeſty, to accept the command of the 
troops under Lord Clive: T hat Gentle- 
man juſtly pleaded, he might by ſuch : 

diſobedience to his Majeſty's commands, 
incur his diſpleaſure and loſe his fervice: 
That he had a f. amily, and cou! d not ar. 


(wer it to them, 5 to accept their ſervice on 
ſuck an uncertain ty; he den manded go 


as a ſecurity to ts fan nily, Which ho 


5 Council readily complied wich; but the 
Nabob, not the Company, paid Its. 
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lant efforts: 
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Theſe two ſtrokes of authority, founded. 


it is true, on noblcr principles than thoſe 
winch actuated the Gentlemen at home, 


made the ſervants at Bengal the objccts of 
their reſentment, not immediately, for their 


fears kept them within bounds. The gr eat 


armament under Lally ſo dejected the Direc- 


tors, that they wrote out, Techs We can ſend 


| you: no alliſt. ance, we cave you to the Pr otec- 


tion of Providence, and to your own vigi- 


57 * 


But, when the protection of 


Providence, and thoſe efforts had prevailed, 8 


they g gave a looſe to their own mean paſ⸗- 5 
ſions. 


Io 17 58: Mr. — having acquired 2 
ſaperior influence! in the direction, to the 


Prejudice of his fr iend and benefactor, go- 


verned the compan y, by red ucing the power 


of the whole court, under that of the ſecret 


Committee, which was or iginally intr uſted 


2 with 


L771 
with no other power, than that of giving 


ſecret inſtructions to the commanders of 


ſhips: but Which! he has ſince made ſub- 


ſervient to cvery purpoſe, and having ob- 


tained an abſolute authority 1 in that com- 


mittee, merely by introducing the moſt in- 
ſignificant among the Directors, and by 


keeping every body out of that direction, 
who could pretend to a knowledge in the 


Company's affairs. Ile became, in ſome 


_ meaſure, abſolute over the whole. No 


ſooner then had this gentleman obtained 


his end, than a ſpirit of violence ſhewed 


itſelf over every part of India; Mr. Bour- 


chier was diſmiſſed from the gover nment 
of Bombay, after a ſervice of fiſty ycars, 


without a cauſe So 


70 Fort St. George this 1 ſhewed 
ſelf in a haughty offenſive letter, which 


mar ked the ſcrutiny that had been made 


to 
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138.1 
10 fix a fat, and the malice at not hav- 
ing found one: but it manifeſted itſelſ 


* 


more violently 11 their conduct to the 


Bengal ſervants.— · I muſt firſt premiſc, 


that vour ſervants abroad eſteem a regular 
ſuccehion to the higher ſtations in the 
fervics as their riglits; this is their point 
of Ho! dur; and where there is no ble- 


miſhi in their character, they eſteem it an 


injury to be ſuperceded, | In all wiſe ad- 
miniſtrations this has never been broke 


' throw! zh. without great reluctance: but 


this year was diflinguiſhed by many 1n- 


ſtances. Captain Barton, a very worthy 


gentleman, but bred up in the ſea ſervice, 


and totally 1gnorant of the Company's af- 


fairs, was ſent out high in Council; and 


Mr. Ellis was ſent out over the heads of 
| thirteen of his fellow-ſervants, poſſibly 


every one his equal! in merit as a Company's 
ſervant. Colonel Fe or de, whoſe conduct 
and 


[ 9 ] 
and intrepidity had juſt routed the French 
dodut of four provinces they held in the 
Deccan, in 4 campaign which gained 
him immortal honour, wa baſely treated, 
ſuperceded, and neglected at home; nay, 
he likewiſe loſt his Majeſty's ſervice. Yet 
this brave, this injured Ofliccr , at 4 time 
when Lord Clive could not be ſpared 
5 from the ſettlement, at his requeſt, (tho' 
in a very declining ſtate of health) took 
the command againſt the Dutch, with the 
certainty of contending acainſt three to 
one. His conduct, and he conſequence, 
is known to the world. Even Lord Clive, 
who j joining the civil and military] power 


in one, had exerted. beth with a courage 
—. prudence to which che Compan' 7 - 


owe. their preſervation, nay, their very 
exiſtence, even he could not eſcape unin- 
jured. And to conclude, they wrote a 
letter, filled with ſcurrilous invectives, 


* 3 with 


110 1 
with accuſations raked up from the foul 
mouth of every mean informer ; ; 1 believe 
1 may venture to ſay, not one of them 


founded in truth, expreſſed too in the 
moſt opprobrious language, which can 
never be the language of bulincls, Theſe, I 
ſay, rendered the Dice tors as odious as 
contemptible. The gener al ſentiment was, 
Who will ſerve on ſuch terms? Not even 
the Government could tempt them; ſeven 
of the pr incipal Gentlemen immediately 
quitted the ſervice. I know they ſay, this 
is an excuſe, you were rich, and wanted a 

5 Pretence. deny the fact; many of them 
were in very moderate circumſtances, and 

5 their fortunes diſper ſed in trade over In- 
dia. But thoſe who felt not a ſenſe of ho- 
nour in themſelves, vr ould not believe it 


exiſted in others. They anſwered this ex- 


traordinary letter, and concluded with 85 
this paragraph : 


« Having 
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« Having fully {ſpoken to every branch 
of your affairs at this pr eſidency under the 
eſtabliſhed heads, we cannot (conſiſtent 
with the real anxicty we fecl for the future 
welfare of that reſpectable body for whom 
you and we are in truſt) cloſe this Addreſs 
without expoſtulating with freedom on 
the unprovoked and general . of 
your letters per Prince Henry packet.- — 
Our ſentiments on this head will, we 
doubt not, acquire additional weight from 
the conſideration of their being ſubſer ibed 
by a majority of your Council, who are 
at this period quitting your ſervice, and 
0 conſequently independent an; d difintcreſted, 
Permit us to ay, t that the dic} Hon of your 
better is moſt unworthy your {elves and us, 
in whatever relations conſide red, either as 
maſters to ſervants, or ge ntlemen to gen⸗ 
nlemen.— Mere nadvertenc 28, Form ne- 
glects (arifing from an unavoidable and 


B 2 O 
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moſt complicated confuſion in the ſtate of 
your aſiaus) have been treated in ſuch 
language and ſentiinents, as nothing but 
the moſt glaring and premeditated frauds 
could warrant. —Groundleſs infor mations, 
without further ſcr utiny, have born with 
you the ſtamp of truth, though procecd- 
ing from thoſe, who had thercin obviouſly 
the own pur poſes to ſerve, no matter at 
whoſe expence. Theſe have receive! ſr om 
: you ſach countenance and encouragement, : 
as muſt moſt affuredly tend to cool the 
warmeſt zeal of your ſervants, here and 
every where elſe; as they will appear to 
nay been only the ſource of general re- 
Hleckions, thrown out at random againſt 
Four faithful fervants of this Preſidency, 
in various pai rts of your letter now before 
us. Faichlul to little purpoſe, if the 


breath of ſe candal, joined to priva ate pique 


verſona al attachments, have power to 


blow 


[13 ] 


blos away, in one hour, the merits ct 


many years ſervices, and deprive them of 
| that rank, and theſe riſing benefits, which 
are juſtly a ſpur to their integrity and ap- 
Ppflication. The little attention ien to 
theſe conſide: rations, in the indiſcriminate 
favours heaped on 5 me individuals, and 
undleſerved frowns on others * will, Wwe ap- 5 
prenend,, leſſen that ſpirited 20 al ſo very 
eſſential to the well-being of your affairs, 
and conſequently 1 in the end, if continued, ; : 
prove t! e deſtruction of th on Private . 
5 views may, it is much to be feared will, : 
take the lead here from examples at home, 
and no gentleman hold your ſerv] ice long- 
cr, nor exert themſelves further! in it, than 


their own exigencies requir re, —This being = 


— — — 
— — >" 


the real preſent ſtate of your ſervice, * 


becomes ſtrictiy our duty to repreſent it in 
the ft ongeſt Hght, or we. ſhould with 
| 3 


14 


litile truth, and leſs propriety, ſubſcribe 


— 


May it pleaſe yo vo ur 1 Lonours 
* our moſt Caithſul and moſt 


 Obedicnt humble ſervants, 


| Chartes Manningbam, 
: Richard Becker, ” 
W, liam Frank land,” 
Ino. Zeph. Holwell, 
: William Macket, 
Themas Beddam, ER 
Charles Staff. Playdell, 
William B. Sumner, on 
William McGwire, 
* Jeb n Cocke, = 
Robert Clive.” 5 


Th: s was 5 the return 3 5 om Bengal. 


Mr. Pigot and his council anſwered with 


equal ſpirit; but the eminent ſervices he 


had lo. recently rendered the company, = 


pat 


— —— — 


125! 
put him beyond their reach. They en- 
deavored to trace whoſe ſtile it was, and 
could they have fixed on any princi pal 
actor, he would have been facrificed to 
their reſentment: But their anger againit 
the Gentlemen of Bengal knew no bounds. 
Mell. Manningham, Frankland, Playden, 
Sumner and M. Gwire, the only Gentlemen 
remaining! in India, we: e not nly ai 1 d 
the ſervice for i it, but! ignom iniouſly ordered 
out of India.—In vain at was repreſented 
to Mr. 8. that the anſo t! ungte affair of 5 
the Black-hole having carried of many of 
the ſenior ſervants, the difmill 1 : thoſe was 
Was ſuch an- irrepar able | tO! 8 ; to the fervor Re 
an 1 would | create ſuch e tent ts abroad, 


as would make the Company” s aifairs run 


wild and particularly 1 that the wif >riine-. 


Air, Suraner, Was deriving Mr. Vanit- 
tart, who wa as tot nally UNACGUA) teil Wi 


| . 1 . he . 
Vang al, of t | he man Who could bet Ai 


[ 16 1 
and ſupport him: but, drunk with paſſion 


and Power, the voice of reaſon was un- 
| heard. 


- Neverthelels, let the unbiaſſed reader alk 
his heart, ſuppoſing even it had been an 
error to have ſigned that letter, was it not 
an error founded on a high ſenſe of honor, | 
| juſtly oe ended by baſe and gr oundleſs ac- 


cuſations. Was it to be deemed worthy 
5 the higheſt puniſhment ; in their power to 


: inflict; to be Geprived of the ſervice, to be 
5 ordered out of India at the ſnorteſt warn- 
ing; when poſlibly bred up to the ſervice 
from their youth, they might have no 
other means of ſubſiſtence, and was this 


one act ſufficient to cancel a life of faithful 
ſervices | 2 


To this: in; aſtice, violence and oppreſ- 


8 on, venich art ie ; the old — ſer- Os 


ad 
W 
2 * at 


* 

e 
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1 vants out of India, muſt be attributed the -þ * 
„„ calamities that have of late befallen the 4 
| company. Prior to this, Mr. vanſittart 14 
1 was ordered to the gover nment of Bengal, *. 
and Mr. Palk to that of Madraſs, both ; 

1 enen of the eſtabliſhed rules of ſuc- i 


Mr. Vanſittarts reputation was ſuch, 


that the ſervants of Bengal acquieſced to 
ſerve under him. 


| 5 In the third month of his government, 5 
1 Jaffer Ally Cawn, the Nabob put up by 
Lord Clive, was depoſed, and the whole 
| OS political ſtate of the countr y changed from 
25. what Lord Clive left it. —Two parties 
„„ were inſtantly formed in the ſettlement ; | 
2 one juſtified it on the principle of neceſ- 1 
ſuy, the other oppoſed it as a breach of 
fath——I lll not diſculs the point, 5 
©. wich 


(18 ] 


which were in the right or wrong, but 


only obſerve, the ſenſe of indignity at 


being ſuperceded, had undoubtedly its 


weight in the oppoſition to it. The Di- 


rectors at home, Plcaſed with the preſent 
advantages, never examined the means by 


which they were obtained, or whence the 


| neceſſ} ities aroſe that were pleaded | in CX- 


cuſe of the reve, union —The great Direc- 


tor loudly declared, it cc Br pſed the glories 5 of | 


P laſſy. ILct it r Iman in prelſed on the r ca- 


; der 8 mind, that from thole two circun ian. 


| ccs, the Direciors having loſt their authority 


by the ab aſe of it; and from th: 0 din er- 


ence of opinion roi. ecling this revolution, 
1 


aroſe thoſe uw ahappy | diſſent fic s that 


have predu ced ſuch fatal cet, the! Tue 


f urhic: n no on 8 can 1 forelce. 


1 wout not have got ne fo far back to 
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1191 
did I ſce a ſenſe of it in 1 themſelves ; but 
within theſe few days a more glaring in- 


ſtance t! zan ever has appeared, in the 


choice of a ſucceſſor to Mr. Vanſittart. 


The candidates were Mr. Sumner, and 


Mr. Spen cer. In favour of the former 


was urged, his long experience in the af- 


fairs of Bengal, both mercantile and po- 
tical, a chara cter chat ſtood the cloſe £ 5 
examination malice could deviſe, in hope 
t to find a ſtain 4.4: man, who, beloved in 
the ſettlement, | might have conciliated 
them, and have put an end to their un- 
happy diviſions; ; who did but claim his 
rank; for tho' the great Director ſacrificed 
him to his pride for ſigning the letter, e he 
was ſoon after reinſtated, altho' he had bee 
obliged, by the orders from home, to 
leave India before the reinſta teme nt arrived. 5 
Nr. Spencer, on the contrary, coming a 
firanger among them, (one of the chief 


£a-: ſources 


[20] 
ſources of the preſent Cifſentions) removed : 
from ſeventh in council of one ſettlement, 

to take the charge of another, in which 
he has not the leaſt knowledge of the 
Company 8 mercantile or political inte- 
reits; will juſtly irritate the gentle- | 
men of Bengal, and unite them in op- 


poſing and dittreſing him, 3 in Every part 


of his duty: in ſhort, with no one recom 


mende tion bu ut tue Tr eat D Dir 


eQor's fr! end- 

: ſhip, and though beat ut of every ar gu- 
ment, he {ur por ted . and (to their 
ſhame be it ſpoken) found ten of the Di- 
rcctors to jo! 2 him! in it: yet this gentle- . 

5 man, labour? ing un der all theſe diſadvan- - 
tages, with the addition of bein, 2 appointed 
: by a rajority of only one Director, 1s ta 
enter on the { gove nment at a time that 

Calls for a full exertion of the greateſt ta- 
lem 3011 ned to great expe erience, and the 
unanimi a of the whole! 2 ſupporting his 


mea- 


[21]. 
meaſures. But Why ſhould the great Di 
rector urge a point ſo ſtrenuouſſy, (in full 
defiance of the Company 5 Intereſt) as eren 
to riſque a rupture with his beſt friend; 
| if it was not to have the three ſettlements 
at his devotion, which will very ſhortly be 


| the caſe ?—To what purpoſe! Is there a 
doubt? 


4 have touched but on one part of the 
| proofs, how far the Company” 5 affairs are 
” made ſubſervient to the views of one 
man, that only which regards the ſervice 


: abroad. 1 muſt now touch on other facts - 
mt home.- Let 


| What: voyages have been given at infi- . 
nite expence to the Company. to obtain 


a Pro- 


| 22 1. 
a proprietary intercN — And now that 
clamour has ceaſed, let candour ſpcak the 
: part the great Director ated } in the nego- 
ciations of peace; by what baſe acts was 
| Mr. Rous deluded, nay, forced into that 
1 inſidious pr diminary, that would, with a 
ſtroke of the pen, have render ed vain our 


great ſacceſſes in the war, obtained at an in⸗ 
b finite cxpence of blood and treaſure; and : 


to whom are they indebted for the care of 


the Con rapany's intereſt in the definitive 
1 caty ? * Y 


Let us enquire why the Manilla expe- 
7 dition was put on the Company, to whom . 
it could be productive of no benefit, and 
5 might, nay has been of infinite miſchief for 


5 to the diviſion of our force by that expedi- 


. tion, muſt be imputed the preſent war on 
the Cor omandel coaſt; and to complete the 5 
whole, tt 1e oP preſſion 0 of Lord Clive, the 

„„ man 
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man to whom the Company owe their pre- 


ſervation, by a moſt ſhameful and un- 


grateful attack on his fortune, ſupported 
at the Company 8 expence; on what mo- 
| tive! ? Learn, Gentlemen, from the gr eat Di- 
rector s OWN words—* All cordiality being 
at an end with Lord Clive, the Court of 
Directors have ſtopped pay ment of the 
Jaghire; Are theſe the principles on which 

a great Company” s affairs ſhould be conduc- 

ted? Are they to be made ſubſervient to 
pride, revenge, and fuch 1 
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